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WELCOME to our second newsletter of the 2019-

2020 school year! A lot of wonderful things are 

happening at SAIS. Students are engaged in exciting 

projects and activities, with many more exciting things 

to come! 

 

J-TERM 

We are excited to inaugurate SAIS’s first J-term!!!  J-term stands for January term and refers to the 

time between Christmas break and Chinese New Year: January 6th through January 17th.  This is a 

difficult time for students because they are coming off of a three-week holiday and already thinking 

about the next one.  In alignment with our vision of building leadership, service, and excitement about 

learning into our curriculum we will be holding classes but in a slightly different way.  During that two-

week time, we have broken the students into different groups. 

ELE 1 and ELE 2 
Two Week Special Program 
They will be broken into small groups and be able to rotate through all of the ELE teachers’ 
classrooms. 
 
Kindergarten, first, and second 
Mixed-Age Themed 
Choice of Themes: Foodies, Music & Dance, Window to the World, Geocaching 
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Third and fourth 
Mixed-Age Themed 
Choice of Themes: Foodies, Computer Programming, Window to the World, Geocaching 
 
They will also be attending a two-night camping trip run by 
Dragonfly  
 

Fifth and Sixth 
5 Day Hong Kong Outward Bound Course 
Leadership, Service, Adventure, Literacy 
 
Seventh and Eighth 
8 Day Rustic Pathways Program to Thailand 
Cultural Immersion, Service, Adventure, Literacy 
 

 

 

ELE-second grade will all be staying mostly on campus with some fieldtrips during the school day.  

With the vision of stretching our students and giving them opportunities to grow and improve, we 

have partnered with three different companies: Dragonfly, Outward Bound, and Rustic Pathways.  

They all have many years of experience running student trips and tailoring them to the needs of the 

school.  Along with the staff from the different companies, we will also be sending teachers with each 

of the groups.  We will be setting up meetings with each of the groups in order to get you more 

details as to what the itinerary will look like.   

We are excited to give these opportunities to our students!!!! 

APPRECIATION WALL 

Down by admissions we now have a wall where we can say 

thank you to those who help us throughout the day.  Our 

students are slowly filling it up and we would love to suggest 

that our parents take an opportunity to do the same.   

 

PROJECTS AT SAIS 

As a project-based learning (PBL) school, all students from ELE through 8th grade are learning about 

different themes and working on a variety of projects. Project-based learning helps students to gain 

real-world skills and engage in deeper learning experiences. 
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FALL 2019 GRADE-BY-GRADE SNAPSHOTS 

As students at all grade levels engage in project-based learning, there are a 

variety of project-related activities that have occurred over the past month. 

ELE: Students are getting ready for their first field trip!  They will be going to 

Shenzhen Aquarium and learning about sea life and then comparing it with 

their own lives.  They are becoming more independent and doing amazingly 

well! 

Kindergarten: Both kindergarten classes have planted seeds and are eagerly 

watching them grow.  They have created gardens both in the classrooms and 

on the roof and are diving deeply into food and what the difference between 

healthy and unhealthy foods are, how food is produced, and the effect that it 

has on our lives.   

1st and 2nd: The first and second grade students had two fun opportunities lately.  They participated 

in a conference call with a fish and game officer from New York City.  They were able to learn about 

what is happening in the US and see that there are challenges with recycling all over the world.  They 

also had the opportunity to visit a local sorting 

center where they provided service and helped 

to sort and also received a lesson from the 

workers on things that they could do in order 

help reduce, reuse, and recycle. 

3rd and 4th: Students in grades 3 and 4 grades 

reached out to a group of emergency responders 

and were able to get them to give our students 

some first aid training.  Their behavior and 

participation was excellent on the trip and they 

are now taking on a leadership role and have 

invited the group to come to SAIS where our 

third and fourth graders will help with presenting 

and teaching some basic first aid to the rest of 

our students.   

5th: Fifth graders are continuing to work on 

urban farming, and have started on our rooftop garden!!!!  They are using math to construct their 

planter boxes and have been helping out the entire school with all that they are doing.  Students will 

also stage a production of Little Shop of Horrors. 

Middle School: Students in grades 6-8 are continuing to look at how 

technology impacts their lives and have been focused on applying it 

to the school and our community. On Saturday, October 26th, they 
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will be visiting M5, an innovation and design firm. They are also staging a production of A Wrinkle In 

Time. 

 

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING? 

Student Led Conferences 

On Oct 31st and Nov 1st we will hold our first Student Led 

Conferences.  We are excited to be able to invite you in and have 

your students show off what they have been doing.  This will give 

them the opportunity to articulate what they have been doing and 

learning in class.  If your teacher has not reached out to you yet, 

they will be doing so in the next day or so for sign ups.   

Literacy at SAIS 

The best way to improve literacy is to get students reading, writing, and speaking more. There are a 

variety of ways to accomplish this, including reading books together in classrooms, using journals, 

running literature circles, presenting projects, building in lots of opportunities for students to speak 

with one another, and encouraging students to read books of their choice.  Oct 25th is our next DEAR 

day.  DEAR stands for Drop Everything And Read.  All of the school will take a break from normal 

instruction to push literacy. We have talked with our teachers and the students about what books they 

are interested in and have been excited to see their reaction when the books show up in class. Ask 

your child about their book choices and provide the time and space for them to read at home. If you 

are looking to both connect with your child and help the academically take the time to read to them at 

night in either English or Chinese.  It will model your focus on education and give you time to be 

together.  It is so easy to let our lives overwhelm us and we miss out on the most important things.  

Halloween 

This year at SAIS, we will have a Halloween Parade as well as trick-or-treating in the school. Parents 

are welcome to come join the SAIS Halloween Parade. Starting at 8:45 on Thursday, October 31st, 

students will exit the building near the ELE classrooms to parade in their costumes across the front of 

the school before returning back to the front. After dropping students off, parents who would like to 

participate should wait in the courtyard between SAIS and the Shekou Youth Center. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Halloween: Thursday, October 31st 
 
Student Led Conferences & Report Cards: October 31st and November 1st  
 
Teacher PD Half Day/No School for Students after 12:30pm: Friday, December 6th  
 
Coffee with the Principals: 8:30-9:30 am, November 13th, December 4th  
 
Shenzhen Maker Faire: November 9-10th 
 
School Maker Faire: November 16th 
 
Terry Fox Run: November 22nd: Parent Volunteers Needed! 
 
Exhibition of Learning: December 12th 

  
Last Day of School before Winter Break: December 13th 
 
Winter Holiday: December 16th- January 5th  
 
J-Term: January 6th-17th  
 
 
 

 


